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CHAPTER 1: A TRAGEDY AND THE AWAKENING 
OF LOVE 











THAT YOUNG 
GIRL, AZUMI... 
WHY IS SHE 
STAYING HERE 
NOW? 


IT SEEMS 
HER TRAVEL- 
ING COMPANION 
I$ ILL... THEYRE 
IN THE MANSION 
OF A CERTAIN 


~ YES. BY 
NO MEANS TAKE 
HER LIGHTLY 
BECAUSE SHE'S 
A YOUNG LADY. 
SHE'S A 
TERRIFYING 
GIRL. 


THERE WAS NO 
PREDICTION OF HER] 
INVOLVEMENT... 
ARE YOU 
SAYING SHE'LL 
INTERFERE!? 


| DON’T KNOW...BUT, 
THIS IS A JOB 
WHERE FAILURE IS 
NOT ACCEPT- 
ABLE...WE MUST 
THINK ABOUT THE 
WORST CASE 
SCENARIO...SO... 








AFTER THAT, = | 
LL HAVE yy j REMAIN HERE 


KENNOSUKE UNTIL KIKU 
4 p IS COMPLETED 








You MUST 
@ Nor de! sf 
G 












































} LADY SHINO 
HAS COME 
TO VISIT. 














| HEARD 
THAT HE WAS: 
KILLED... TRYING 
TO RESCUE MY 

FATHER... 





HOW SHOULD 
| APOLOGIZE? 


| THINK THAT MY HUSBAND 
ACTED AFTER HE THOUGHT 
THROUGH WHAT HE SHOULD 
HAVE DONE AS A SAMURAI, 
AS A RETAINER OF 
THIS DOMAIN. 


MUST DECIDE FROM THIS 
WHAT WE POINT FORTH, 


MUST DO! WE WOMEN, 





"nt | ||| a 


2 : 
a ‘S 





I'M SORRY. | CAN'T 
ENTER YOUR DREAMS 
TO SAVE YOU THERE. 


WHY ARE YOU 
$0 KIND...AZUMI?- 





AT THAT TIME, IF 
YOU HADN'T SUCKED 
OUT THE POISON 
FROM ME, | 
WOULD’VE DIED. 


No, | HAVE My 


GUARDS WITH ME. j SO FROM NOW 
MORE IMPORTANTLY, s 4 ON, I'M ALWAYS 


STAY NEAR TO a A GOING TO 
KENNOSUKE-DONO. PROTECT YOU! 





MY TRAVELING COMPANION 

CAME DOWN WITH A FEVER 

AND I’M TAKING ADVANTAGE 
OF THESE PEOPLE'S 
KINDNESS TO REST HEF 





JUST WHAT IS 
HAPPENING HERE? 


| COULD TELL YOU ABOUT AND IN 
THE LANDS | VISITED 
DURING MY TRAVELS! 


DOA 


5 WE CAN'T... 
SINGLE THING MORE! 





IF THOSE 
RONIN WERE 
TO STEAL 
THE SHOG- 


UNATE 
THEN THIS GOLD. 


DOMAIN WILL 
LIKELY BE 


I'VE... 
BEEN SO 
STRANGE 

RECENTLY. 





‘SCARED TO DEATH... 
I'VE BEEN IN A 
STATE WHERE | 

COULDN'T THINK OF 

ANYTHING. 


MY FATHER IS 
IMPRISONED 
AND COULD BE 
KILLED. MY 
HOME COULD 
VANISH FROM 
THE FACE 
OF THE 
EARTH. 





SINCE | 
WAS BUT A 
CHILD... 
| HAVE. 
ALWAYS... 
SECRETLY 
LOVED... 


AND |...BELIEVE 
KENNOSUKE-DONO 
LOVES ME AS 
WELL! 


N-NO Way! IT 
WOULD BE TOO... 
EMBARRASSING! PL HAVEN'T 
YOU CONF- 
ESSED 
TO ONE 
ANOTHER? 


ir caNNoTY BI 
UT IT SEEMS HE IS 
BE HELReD, A TRYING TO GET ME TO 
2 GIVE UP ON IT...THINKING 
HE IS UNSUITABLE... 





IT’S THE 
FATE OF A 
SAMURAI’S 
DAUGHTER. 


LIVE QUIETLY IN THIS 
LAND, GIVE BIRTH TO 
BABIES AND GROW OLD. 
| WAS THINKING OF 
LIVING A LIFE SUCH 
AS THAT. 


| NEVER DREAMED THAT A 
SITUATION LIKE THIS 
COULD COME TO PASS! 


IF | EVER SAID THAT 
| WANT TO BE 
TOGETHER WITH 
KENNOSUKE-DONO, 
MY FATHER AND 
MOTHER WOULDN'T 


THEY HAVE 
ALREADY CHOSEN 
A SUITABLE MATCH 


FOR THAT REASON, | 
ALSO...IN THE END, 
WAS GOING TO 
GIVE UP ON 
KENNOSUKE-DONO...- 
BECOME THE WIFE OF 
SOMEONE DECIDED BY 
MY FATHER... 





IF MY LANDS 
WERE TO 
VANISH, | 

WOULDN'T BE 
‘SUITABLE’ 
ANYMORE! 















a NO MATTER 

Toop WHAT SORT OF 
A SAD LIFE 

AS ONE WITH ‘ INGHT BEFALL 

ME... 


THAT IS WHY... 
BUT FEELING EVEN WHEN 


! EVERYONE IS 
ASE: DESPAIRING... 





IT'D BE TERIBLE IF 
SHINO-DONO CAUGHT THEIR 
ATTENTION! 


AND WHERE 
AZUMI-SAN 
ALSO WENT! 


I's TOO 
DANGEROUS 
WALKING 
OUTSIDE! 


$0 THERE YOU 
ARE, SHINO-DONO! 


YOu SHOULD 
THINK OF THOSE 
MEN GETTING 
ARROGANT AND 
EVEN SETTING 
FOOT IN THESE 
PARTS! 


THEYD DO TO 
YOU WHAT 
THEY DID TO 
MANTARO‘S 

LITTLE SISTER, 
NATSU-DONo! 





ae 


YOU ALL AS 
WELL...DO NOT 
DO ANYTHING 

RECKLESS! 


PLEASE REFRAIN FROM 
WALKING OUTSIDE, | 


| IMPLORE 
YOU...USE 
CAUTION! 
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& 
= 
& 


VY WHA 





S-SHINOBI! MASKED 


. K\ 7, q SHINOB! CAME SUDDENLY 
. Y RUSHING IN! 
y 
SAY Lg pl) no aad 


















































OUR GOAL IS 
NOT THE 


ASSASSINATION 
OF A YOUNG 





Do NOT HINDER Us 
AND REMAIN WITHIN 
YOUR FRIENDS’ HOUSE 
AS A QUIET BYSTANDER. 


DEPEND THEIR ¢ 
ON THIS. LIVES... 
































SEE EOLA A 







































































WHAT Is IT, 
SIS, YOU ON 


YOUR OWN? 





IS SHE SIR 
BISHAMONTEN’S. 
DAUGHTER? OR MAYBE 
HIS WOMAN... 


Ry WHAT'S WRONG? 
WHO'S THIS 





! gl 
INTEN! 
‘Oe te sno 





can 
Hi 
Uni 





You sAID 
YOU'RE 
Aum? gf 


WEREN'T YOU 
THE ONE WHO 
LEFT THAT WRITTEN 
MESSAGE WHEN 
YOU KIDNAPPED 
THOSE TWO 


WHO THE 
HELL'S THAT 
LITTLE GIRL? 


ARE YOU THE 
MAN CALLED 
BISHAMONTEN? 


4 
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Ulli 
ed ‘i |i i ¢ \ 


IT ig TRUE 
THAT WE HAVE 


THOSE TWO 
WOMEN! 








ee re nai 
=o AN 


ONE OF THEM 
IS SICK WITH 
A FEVER! 





“Mon 
TUN 





} A Aa 


F\ SAN 71 
lisa 


i aN 





LATER, ALRIGHT? 
FLL EXPLAIN IT 


SWEAR TO ME 
NOTHING 
WILL HAPPEN 
TO THOSE 
Two! 





OED 


TM 
I} 








CHAPTER 2: 
em SCAPEGOAT 





THAT WARNING NOT TO DO 
A THING SHOULD 
NATURALLY EXTEND TO 
THESE MEN AS WELL... 





ALL THOSE RONIN 
HERE ARE LIKELY SOLDIERS 
MEANT TO BE USED FOR 
STEALING THE GOLD... 
IT SEEMS | CAN'T EVEN 
DECREASE THEIR NUMBERS 
BY A SINGLE HEAD, HM... 





\\ 
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aa 
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f 


hy 


| MADE HIM PROMISE THAT IF 1 
DO AS THEY SAY THEY WON'T DO 


ANYTHING TO THEM...BUT... 


YOUR MOTHER 
IS GOING THROUGH| 
ALL THIS! 








OH, OKO-SAN... 
I'M $0 SORRY! 


KIKkU IS REALLY 
A MAN...WHAT WILL 
THEY DOI? 


AHHH! How 
WILL THEY BE 
TREATEDI?: 


NRK 








i 


Vi\ 


THEN WHEN THE BATTLE 
UNFOLDS BEFORE MY 
EYES, | FREEZE IN TERROR! 


My 
FATHER IS 
KILLED... 





I'M SHIVERING 


‘AND NOW...ONCE 
IN FEAR LIKE THIS 
WITHOUT BEING ABLE 

TO DO ANYTHING. 


AGAIN... 


33h 
aes 
Eg = 
—23 





HAVE GOT ONLY ONE 
OF TWO POSSIBLE 


CONTINUE LIVING IN 
DISGRACE, OR TO 
DIE FIGHTING! 





1 COULD 
LIVE WITH 
FRIENDS 
LIKE YOU, 


‘My YOUTH...COULD ONLY BE 
PULFILLED...BY AN EMBRACE OF PASSION 
FROM MY CHERISHED, BEAUTIFUL 
‘SHINO-DONO! 





NO MATTER HOW MANY TIMES YOU 
THINK ABOUT IT, IN THE END...IT 
WOULD‘VE BEEN IMPOSSIBLE, DUE TO 
THE DIFFERENCE IN OUR SOCIAL 
ROLES...SHINO-DONO WOULD NEVER 
HAVE MARRIED SOMEONE AMONG US. 


HELD HER WITHIN 
Dreams! 


‘SUCH WONDERFUL 


FRIENDS LIKE YOU! 





| THINK THIS 
TRULY WAS A 
GRAND LIFE! 


WITH TI \UTIFUL 
Hy aA eat FOR THE SAKE Lers 


Our HEARTS! a) OF OUR ALL DIE 
FRIENDSHIP! TOGETHER! 


Sa TEN ttre 





THE BACK OF 
THE TEMPLE 
WHERE THE 
HOSTAGES ARE 
BEING HELD HAS 
‘SUCH A HEAVILY 
EVEN THOUGH THE INCLINED 
GUNMEN WOULD HAVE SLOPE... 
SHOT THEM, THEY 
CHARGED FROM THE 
FRONT SIDE... 


a aa SH 





% 
ge 
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ae 
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OR ARE THEY 

BOTH HELD IN 

TWO DIFFERENT 
PLACES? 


VD Like 
TO GET AT 
LEAST AN 

IDEA OF 

THEIR 
POSITION. 


| WONDER IF 
KIKU AND 
OKO-SAN ARE 
HELD IN THE 
SAME PLACE 
AS THE 
HOSTAGES. 








As | THOUGHT, 
THEY RE KEEPING 
ANIGHT WATCH. 


SUCH A LARGE 
NUMBER OF GUARDS 
ON WATCH DETAIL 
MEANS THAT 


KIKU AND OkO-SAN 
COULD BE WITHIN 
THE TEMPLE. 





CAN I 
SEARCH AROUND 
INSIDE THE 


IF | WERE FOUND, 

ITD BE KNOWN | 

iy aortic BROKE MY WORD... 
) AND... 





Sa 


rh “4 


S-storliTs 
usELess! YOULL 
ALL BE SLAUGHTERED! € 








Wl. 


ma 








wil 


N 


THE WOMAN 
FROM THIS 
MORNING! 








ate 
f {is 
lh seat, 
peasy Pos 


THAT'S WHY. : 
TLL GO BACK. ff T ONLY CAME: 
HERE WITH 
THE INTENTION 
} OF STOPPING 
! THEM, 


| 


‘ oie _ 
act La ay 
vauiilbaia\\\x.n 


arnt any 
6 Hig 























ARE ANY 
OF YOU 
HURT? 





My FATHER 


9) Is STILL ON 
WA DUTY AT THE 


IT seems 
THAT THE 


GONNA PASS 
THROUGH THE 








Let's Go! LeT’s 
GO ATTACK 
BISHAMONTEN 
AND ALL 
HIS MEEEN! 


























THET... 
TICH! 


CAN WE ONLY 
REMAIN IDLE WHILE 
WATCHING OUR LAND 
STOLEN FROM US 
WITHOUT RAISING A 
FINGER...? 





MEANING IS 
THERE IN A 
USELESS 
DEATHI? 


IF YOU WANNA DIE, 1 WE VOWED TO DIE 
YOU SHOULD AT ‘i 7 gt FIGHTING RATHER: 
LEAST DIE (=) 5 | Ff THAN GO ON LIVING 
FIGHTING TRYING Ri 7! COVERED IN SHAME!! 
TO PROTECT THE 5) 
PROCESSION 
CARRYING THE 
GOLD, RIGHTI? 


PLEASE DO 
NOT DIEM! 



























































| COULDN'T STOP 
THINKING IF THAT 


WAS REALLY THE THOUGHT, YOU 


CASE, so! CAME WERE READYING 
HERE... } 


YOURSELVES 
TO DIE! 





WHEN I SAID THAT | 
WANTED TO PLAY LIKE THAT 
TOO, FATHER AND MOTHER: 

HARSHLY SCOLDED ME. 


WHEN YOU WERE CHILDREN...YOU 
PLAYED AROUND UNTIL YOU SEEMED 
MADE OF MUD...1 ALWAYS WATCHED 

YOU WITH ENVY FROM AFAR... 


EHI? ARE SAMURAI DAUGHTERS | COULD HAVE a 
LIkE THIS/?......I'VE BEEN...ALWAYS: DONE SUCH WHY WAS | 
TOGETHER WITH EVERYONE... RECKLESS THINGS BORN A WOMAN?” 
UNTIL THE SUN SET! IF | HAD BEEN 


APPEARED 
IN A POND IN 
THE DEPTHS OF 
MT. TENJIN. 


BORN A MAN, | 
COULD HAVE 


JOINED you! 


IF I'M RIGHT, 

THERE WAS A 

RUMOR WHEN 
| WAS BUT 





WAS IT 
REALLY 
THERE!? 


BUT We 
WANTED TO 
SEE IT AT ALL 


$0, WE PACKED 


IT WAS LUNCHES... 
SUCH A 


THRILL! 


INVITED ME 
TO GO SEE 
IT WITH YOU! 


IT’S VEEERY FAR 
FROM HERE. PEOPLE 
RARELY GO THERE. 


® THAT was 
THE FIRST 
ADVENTURE 


I'D HAD SINCE 
| WAS BORN! 





AND YOU FELL INTO 
A SWAMP ON THE 
WAY BACK! 


OUR FATHERS AND MOTHERS 
WERE PALE WHITE...THEYD 
SEARCHED FOR US 
HIGH AND Low! 


| WAS TOLD TO 
NEVER PLAY WITH 
YOU ALL AGAIN! 


We STAYED 
HIDDEN AND 
WAITED AN 
AWFUL LONG 
TIME NEAR THE 
POND, BT... 


IMPORTANTLY, 
ON OUR WAY 
BACK, WE 
GOT LOST! 


IT was 
NIGHT WHEN. 
WE FINALLY 
MADE IT BACK} 


LOCKED ME 
IN THE 
CELLAR. 





MOREOVER, 
DURING THAT 
ENTURE... 


SINCE THEN...SINCE 
THAT TIME...I... 





| Love 
HIM SO q SINCE THEN, 
DEARLY! |, SHINO, HAVE 
og al BEEN IN LOVE 
WITH KENNOSUKE- 
DONo!! 


COUNTRY WERE TO 
DISAPPEAR, YOUR 
SUITABILITY AND SO 
ON WOULDN’T 
MATTER ANYMORE!! 





SO, PLEASE! 
DO NOT Die! 














IN dill Tn VEN Si 





HAHAHA! serves 
YOU LOT RIGHT! 





Hey, IF YOU 
GOT IT, LET 
ME PUT MY 
KIMONO ON! 


RF 


S-SORRY. 
ONE...IT AIN” 
AMA! 


‘BUT THAT 
T A LADY, IT'S 
NI 





GO GIVE SEIRYU 
THE GOOD News! 





JUST A 
MOMENT! 


| SAID NOT 


JUST WHEN DID 
YOU GET UNDER 
THE IMPRESSION 
THAT WE WERE 
FOLLOWING 


( YOUR ORDERS? 





> SSS; t 
~~ 


\ 


YOU'RE A DOG 
OF THE 
SHOGUN, 
WITHOUT 


WELL, IF | 
THINK ABOUT 
IT, THE ANSWER 
'S OBVIOUS. 


AND THEN THEY'LL STEAL 
THE GOLD FROM US IN TURN 
THAT THEY HAD US 
STEAL IN THE FIRST 
PLACE! WHAT A DIRTY 
LITTLE PLOT... 


Am | 
WRONG? 


Now JUST WHY IS 
A DOG OF THE SHOGLIN 
HAVING US STEAL THE 
SHOGUNATE’S GOLD...? 


poy 


THE SHOGUN- 
ATE IS TRYING 
TO STEAL 
THIS LAND 
USING THE 
GOLD AS AN 
EXCUSE... 





‘SAKAKURA, 
YOU'VE LOOKED 
DOWN ON US. 
TOO MUCH! 








“i / yf Sy, 












y YOU SHOULD KNOW! 


DO HIS PUNISHING 
WHILE HE’S DOING HIS 
FUCKING!!! 





NOOCOCOOOAH 


: CH 
iy ff ity | 





OkO-SAN, 
I'm 60 
SORRY... 

















CHAPTER 4: ONE 
MORE DAY 





THAT'S WHY...IT’S MY 

FAULT THAT KENNO- 

‘SUKE’S MOTHER WAS 
TAKEN 


ASSASSINI? 





WHAT A SHOCK! 
YOU, A GIRL 
CHASED BY THE 
SHOGUN OF 
THIS COUNTRY! 





NOW, WE'RE GOING TO THERE'S THE POSSIBILITY THAT, 
FACE OUR DECISIVE P IF THEYRE IN HASTE, THE PRO- 
LAST BATTLE IN j CESSION CARRYING THE GOLD 
ORDER TO RESCUE < : \ WILL PASS THROUGH HERE 
TAKIGAWA-SAMA is TOMORROW TOWARD MORN- 
AND THE OTHERS... ING...WE CAN'T WASTE A 
‘SINGLE MOMENT... 


ONLY 
THIRTY MEN. 
WHO ARE 
VOLUNTARILY 
YET IN SERVICE 
WILL BE AT 


NO MORE FIT AND 
HOTBLOODED YOUNG 
SOLDIERS WILL BE 
REQUIRED TO THROW 
AWAY THEIR 
LIVES...PLEASE KEEP 





IN THAT CASE, 
IN THE MIDDLE 
OF THAT TUR- 


KIkU AND 
OKO-SAN'S 


BUT...STAYING 
PUT WITHOUT 


WISHED TO 
STOP YOUR 
CHOICE, WOULD 
THAT BE 
IMPOSSIBLE? 


IT's BEST 
TO DO 
NOTHING... 























I'M COMING, 
TOO! DON’T 
LEAVE ME 





WHEN YOU DIE, 
| WANT TO DIE TO LIVE FOR 


AT YOUR SIDE! SHINO-DONO! 








if) 





FUHAHAHA... 
THOSE MEN CAME 
PREPARED TO 
MEET DEATH, 


SEEMS THAT 
SEEING OUR 
HANGING HOSTAGES 

















Our HosTAcE : 
WAS TOTALLY WHAT'S 
SPITTED! g GOING;ON 
AT THE 
FRONTI? 


AFTER THAT, BYAKUYA WENT 

ALONE TO FACE THEM! ONE 
SURE LOVES KILLING it LIKE HIM COULD DEAL WITH ALL 
PEOPLE, DOESN'T HE? OF THEM ALONE, RIGHT!? 


: DID YOU KNOW ABOUT 
Se A THOSE HOSTAGES He’s NOT 
i AT THE FUKUCHIYA?: JUST SCARY... 
HE'S JUST... 





ONE WAS 


AHHH! Hey 
LOOK OVER 





» OOOOH! THEY'VE 
iy COME FROM 
Ni) OUR SIDE, TOO! 



































RIFLE SQUAD, 
THIS WAY! COME 
THIS WAY!! 





YOU IDIOTS!!! 
WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING!? RULILIN! 





i AN 


(Ant We” 


sot YOUNG 
GIRL! 





























[2 














pal AP InN > 
o re EACH ‘AN D 


EVERWONE 'S 
HARE fim S 











DIDN'T YOU =WHY DO 
COME HERE YOU RUN 


TO DIE?! AWAY!? 





| ASKED 
WHY YOU 
AREN” 


N‘T. 
COMING 
TO ME!!! 




















COMING 


AFTER US! 





CATCH THEM 


COSTSIHI! 





WATCH CLOSE! 
WE'LL LEAVE 
THE TOKUGAWA 
‘SPEECHLESS! 


THIS'S FOR 
THE YEARS 


YEAH...GOLD \ 
WHEN NIGHT 
BARS, HUH? SOON DAWNS.. 
ITLL BE OUR 
DECISIVE BATTLE! 





SINCE IT'S THE 
‘SHOGUNATE’S 
GOLD...THE 
GUARDS'LL 
HAVE SOME 


SKILL. 








Are you 
surrerine? Yi PLEASE STOP! PLEASE! YOU 
CAN SEE HE 
‘ SHOW SOME ; 
HAS A HIGH FEVER! 
MERCY! OUST, He's SHAKING! 
LET HIM ! 
SLEEP! 








5 
BI 
& 








PBR For vou (SS ( 


ae 

















He TRY TO 
BITE IT 
OFFIPI?! 


Foreive 
Me 2 
ey 








(LL PROTECT | ALWAYS 
YOU, Kikul! TRAVEL 
\. TOGETHER! 


| WANNA LIVE: 
WITH YOU, 
AZUMIIIIILE 








WE CAN'T GO AROUND SEARCHING FOR 
WATER...WE COULD BE SPOTTED BY 
THEM...FOR NOW, IT WOULD BE 


BETTER TO NOT GO OUT... 


IF SHE WAKES UP... 

‘SHE'LL GO BACK... 

THERE'S NO DOUBT 
ABOUT THAT! 


AZUMI DESPERATELY WANTS TO 
RESCUE KENNOSUKE-SAN’S MOTHER.. 
AND KIKU-SAN! 





$0 ABSURD... 
TRYING TO 


EVEN THOUGH 
SHE'S A WOMAN, 
SHE'S TRYING TO 

SAVE THEM SO. 


RELEASE THE HOSTAGE: 
BETTER FOR AZUMI- ‘O REMAIN 
UNCONSCIOUS LIKE Tt 
UNTIL THAT HAPPENS...? 


iy 


fi S 


LLL. Age 





Piaise EAT Here! 





KAHAHAHA! 





HE'S HAVING 
CONVULSIONS! WHAT AN 
AMAZING 
‘SOUND!! 





UGGGH....SO 
PATHETIC... 














SOMEHOW, IT 
APPEARS THE 
PROCESSION THEYRE 
TARGETING WILL 
COME TODAY. 













JUST A BIT 
OF PATIENCE. 








IF THEY STEAL 
THE GOLD, THEY'LL 
TAKE THEIR LEAVE 
OF THE POST 
TOWN, RIGHT? 


THEIR TOY! 























MY DAUGHTER 
WAS A PURE 
MAIDEN NOT 
EVEN FIFTEEN 
YEARS OLD!!! 


HOW CAN YOU 


EVEN KNOW IF 
SHE WAS REALLY 
A MAIDENI?! 





WE CANNOT HAVE 
MORE VICTIMS 
THAN THIS! 


B-BUT...LEAVING 
THEM TO STEAL THE 
GOLD...W-WOULD ONLY 
MEAN ACCEPTING WE 
HAVE OUR DOMAIN... 





WHO KNOWS 
? wuat sort oF 
5 IRRATIONAL 


| DON'T WANT EVEN 
A SINGLE ONE OF MY 
RETAINERS TO THROW 
HIS LIFE AWAY Now! 








RUSHED ON 
HORSEBACK 
UNTIL THEY 
REACHED THE 
OUTSKIRTS. 


i) ALONG WITH 
JUST A FEW 
SUBORDINATES, 





HIDETADA WAS NO 


MATCH FOR HIS 
WIFE, OEYO...IN 
THE TIME HE HAD 
BEEN SHOGUN, HE 
HAD NEVER BEEN 
ALLOWED A SINGLE 
CONCUBINE. 


jilyy{NYove's 
My 


LITTLE SISTER, LADY 
OICHI’S DAUGHTER, SEVEN 
YEARS OLDER THAN 
HIDETADA. 


SECRET MSTRESS AND AN 
ILLEGITIMATE CHILD KNOWN 
A] ONLY TO MUNENORI AND TO 
AN EXTREMELY FEW NUMBER 





ONE DAY, ON AN 

EARLY-MORNING, HE 
HE BUILT THEM ii ‘ FELL IN LOVE AT 
A SPLENDID NEW sa fh a FIRST SIGHT WITH 


HOME, APPOINTED " THE DAUGHTER OF A 
THEM GUARDS AND fag Ab, y SRE  FARMER. SHE WAS A 
HAD THEM CONTINUE [iil " MODERATE AND 
LIVING THERE WITH ; MEEK WOMAN, THE 


HIM IN THE COMPLETE OPPOSITE 


COUNTRYSIDE. C3 OF HIS WIFE. 
x é , = 


Is IT TRUE YOU WILL 
GIFT ME A DOMAIN? 


I'M NOT GOING 
TO FORCE YOU 
TO STAY IN THE 
SHADOWS 
FOREVER! 





I gust 
exoure eae eT | TAKING cARE OF 








FELLOWS ARE FAI 
TOO TWO-FACED! 


IT's TROUBLESOME!_/, 
7 \ 








THE MATTER v 4 We 
SHOULD BE b i q 2 CAN 
FINISHED BY 

MORNING'S END. 


RETURNED 
IN FULL? 


BONTENMARU 
WAS 0 
HAPPY... 























HOW MANY MEN 
IN THE ESCORT? 
PROCESSION CARRYING THE 
GOLD!! WE THINK THAT IT’LL 
ARRIVE HERE IN LESS THAN 
Two HouRS!! 


ON THE FRONT, FIVE WITH 
RIFLES, FOURTEEN WITH 
LONG SPEARS, SURROUIND- 
ING THE CART, SIXTEEN 
‘MEN WHO WE THINK ARE 
VETERANS. BEHIND, EIGHT 
MEN WITH LONG SPEARS!! 





WE CHECKED 
FROM THE 
FRONT TO THE 











CUT THEM DOWN 
ABIT, WAIT FOR § 
MY SIGNAL, I 





we to iS Arie ANSE en = ids BUT NOTHING BEATS 
A] SAKAKURA AND WHOEVER we've y ve A IT’S TRUE | ALRIGHT. 
THEY SEND AFTER US! ; a , NEW LIGHT STEALING THIS MUCH  tyeperg 
IN EVERY- GOLD FROM THAT THE 
ONE'S, HATEFUL TOKUGAWA! Wea ty. 














j 








DID You ALL 
SAVE ME? 








IT's Now 
MORNING... 





I’M GOING TO 





We've 
DECIDED TO... 


BEAR IT 
PATIENTLY! 


FOR YOU TO 
AHIN! ‘SIT AND WAIT 
HERE AS 























| WONDER 
IF THEYVE 
OC- ALREAI 


LEFT... 














THROWN IN 
THE BACK! 


SORRY! | WAS 
Z, HELPLESS TO 
DO A THING! 


KI...KIKU-SAN_ 
WAS CRUELLY 
TORTURED! 




















TRYING TO RAPE YOU...AS RETALIATION FOR 
BEING A MAN..JUST FOR FUN...THEY GANGED UP 
ON YOU...AND BEAT YOU TO DEATH...UNTIL YOU 
ENDED UP LIKE THAT!? 





IF THEY HAD WHILE...EVEN THOUGH 
JUST STAYED : THE LORD OF THIS 
PUT AT THE Z DOMAIN AND 
CASTLE...WHILE ¥ HIS RETAINERS HAD 
THE SHOGUNATE 
GOLD WAS 
STOLEN... 


ALREADY DECIDED 
NOT TO FIGHT... 


THEYD LACK 
ANY EXCUSE 
WITH WHICH TO 
SUSTIFY 

THEMSELVES 


THE RESULT OF THAT DIS- 
CUSSION WAS THE DECISION 
TO MAKE A SHOW THAT 





I WENT TO ASK! THEY 
ALL LEFT TOGETHER 
FOR THE POST TOWN! 


THEY RE ONLY No, THEYRE NoT 
Py © PRETENDING TO je OUTER pba 
fy BE ESCORTING THE om 


PROCESSION! 


‘SH-SHINO-SAMA! 
WHAT DO WE 





YOU'RE DECOYS TO 
MAKE THEA THINK HeviAcr 


RE 
NATURALLY! 


THERE'S NOTHING 
OUTTA THE 
ORDINARY HERE! 
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| D KILL THAT 
KT womantin 
NOW! 











WAS JUST THE MEANS 


BY WHICH YOU HAD | THOUGHT THAT 

/ \ TO SURVIVE. | HAD BRINGING TRAGEDY 
Poor, sick ( NO PLANS TO INTERFERE, | UPON THE PEOPLE 
KikU, SUCH BUT... 





















































































































































Dip THAT 
y — Hl] SHE'LL SHE'S A GIRL DO 
KILL HER! Mit “S RUIN OUR DEADLY THIS?! 
5 = PLAN FOR _ WEAPON!! 
THE GOLD! 
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EVGE 


WHAT ARE YOU 
DOING!I? CHARGE 
HER AS ONE! 


YOU DAMN 
BITCH! WHAT'S 
THE MEANING 

OF THISI? 


THE GOLD IS 
GONNA BE 
HERE SOON! 


YOU WANNA 


GO N ‘g 
py FOR HER AT THE d . GET IN OUR 
SAME TIME! N = WAY, YOU 
DAMN BITCHI? 














DAMN 
BITCHII! 











‘SHE'S ALREADY 


KILLED A TON 
OF OUR MEN! 


FI 


Z| 


SHE'S SO 
FREAKISHLY TO ATTACK 
STRONG!! é F sil! ON 
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